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ePhilology and Classics

"... while our strategic goal may remain the
scientia totius antiquitatis the practices
whereby we pursue this strategic goal
must evolve into something qualitatively
different from the practices of the past.”

(Crane et al. 2007)
Available from Perseus (www.perseus.tufts.edu)




My perspective

e Point of view of the medievalist who works with
Greek texts of the 12th-17th c.

e Focus on literary tradition, on continuity and
discontinuity

e Classical or Hellenistic Greek remains at the core
of my research
— Greek is being used in “atticizing” registers
— Manuscript scribes are speakers of Medieval Greek
— Continuing literary tradition in Greek until today




Practices of the past?

e Print culture vs digital culture

e Distribution networks and academic
oractices

e Proprietary, closed digital libraries
e Use of a single, isolated print edition




And the future

e Pledge for open source, multi-perspective
and polyphonic collections of electronic
documents

— The “corpus editor”

e Need for fine grained repurposable digital
objects




What we need

*... we need encoded knowledge that can be
maintained in real time and that can
incorporate multiple points of view ... In a
digital world, capital information sources
such as editions and reference works
evolve: where print publication freezes
documents, digital publication only begins
its functional life after publication.”

(Crane et al. 2007)




Distinguishing features of
emerging digital resources

e They can be delivered everywhere anytime
e They are fundamentally hypertextual

e They recombine small, well-defined units
of information

e They learn on their own and apply
automated processes

e They learn from human readers

e They adapt themselves to the general
background and purposes of their users




Medium and method

e "Stemmatic” method or the “one text” is
associated with print culture and the need
for a single, authoritative text as the basis
of academic scholarship

o Edited texts are rational products of
philological endeavor

— Based on medieval witnesses, products of a
manuscript culture

— Medieval “polyphonly” survives in the
apparatus criticus, i.e. nowhere (see TLG)




Hybrid reconstruction

e Editor is trying to reconstruct an archetype

e Individual witnesses (manuscripts) sharing
characteristics are grouped together

e In most cases there is a gap of more then 1000
years between time of composition and date of

the earliest extant witness

e Editor's conjecture replaces the text of the
manuscript

e The text is “cleaned” from later "mistakes”
e The text can be “contaminated”




Model needs discussion

e Critical editions transmitted in book format
model the lost autograph of the author

— Variants are presented “offline” in an
apparatus

— Linguistic information is lost in the process of
normalization

o Would it be possible to revise this model?
— For which texts?
— For which readers?




There are other ways of doing
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... more then one ways
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Electronic editions of classical

greek texts ...

o would allow for variants to be represented
inline or offline in @ more transparent way

o would allow for hypertextual
representation of complex intertextual
relationships between texts and sets of
texts

e would facilitate linguistic research on later
periods of Greek

e would bring together isolated but related
disciplines / research areas




Areas of application

e Byzantine epistolography
e Editions of scholia

o Texts with complex tradition where
“contamination” has taken place

e Byzantine paraphrases of Classical Greek
texts




Utopia?

e This kind of editing presupposes digital
transcriptions of all extant witnesses

e Most areas of classics need only one text
e "Books” are still valued in academic circles




Not so utopia...

e Online applications that use existing
material in digital form

— Text collections
— Lexica
— Prosopographies
— Etc.

e "Semantic web”

e Grouping and clustering techniques




Dendrea
AENAPEA

oh9ouy, Ep. and poet. 00*09owv (as in Hom , v,
infr., Pi Pae 9 46), ovog, O, fi: nout. 0D$QOV: — peop.

A. of sound mind (from o0g, Goiv,of. PLCm 4l le,
At ENTIAOB] 1k bence, discreet, prudent, “otx Av
pe oadbgoova pelfiomo Eupeval” 121 462, of.
Od.4.155; opp. Gouov, Thgn 431,454,497, opp.
vipnog, Id 453; opp. avonrog, Hée | 4; "odgpoves
Al Oeolg™ X Mem 4 3.2; "owggoviotarog év 1)
tiywn” Hp Prooh. 22,

2. of things, “rolo oh@gov Exxoty dviog”
ArNu 1025 (yr ) 5. oberog reasonable compassion,
Thi59; "borarov xfiguypa” Acschin 3 4;
*obdgov daag® EIA1024; *&o n dotegov
yvoorofe® ThS 111; 00000 donic. inf, Id | 42,

1L in An., csp. having control over the semsual
desires, temperate, self controlled, chaste (" 0000
O prrping tnbvglas Brey* PLDef 4154, of.
*owdpootvy” 1), * oy 50¢ -covipay 30AL pnteds
yevéoha® A Ch 140,¢f. S ALIN2; yuwl) ¢ And. 414,
of. S Fr682; "5 xal tyxparis bavrot* P Grg 4914,
of 1 EpTi 32, 0.

configure
contact
ol [ v |
oy
oUvOoHiw
ovlw
avaohie
amoodle
duroplw
ExoOiw
000
owThQ
owtmgla
OWTHWS
CwGQovtw
00OV
CWGOVIO]
GOtV
0WGQOOUVOS
L OSegerv J




Something similar for Greek

= KartOO visual meta search engine
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Classics in a Digital World

* Site Notice

On Apnil 3, 2007, Perseus bandware was comgromised, In onder o
prosect our data and comply with university policy . & sumber of servers
were removed from the actwork, making Tufts-bosied Perscus sies
inoperadle. Repains are in progress 10 methodically resiore services
while improving thelr overall security, We apologize foe the
inconvenicnce.

¢ Classics in a Digital World
Curious sbout where classics might go in a digral world? See the

prepoint of a pew agtiche about cPhilology that will appear = The
Blackwell Companion 1o Digital Litorary Stadics.




