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Incentive of t}ﬁowﬁfggg{don

The wealth of the connective “kar” (“and”) at
thematic (initial) position in the so-called “low”
(“popular”) register of the 16th-17th cent.

Explanation of its provenance

Framework of the ftﬁ@{?”

0 Register analysis in a “neutral” diglossia situation
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Corpus of the proje
P Bo ?oad
The Life of Aesop

a3 ,low" versions from the beginning of the 17th c.

a2 *high” versions from Byzantine times
Alignment of source & target texts

New Testament

2 Greek original text
a2 Metaphrasis of Maximc/;r I’\lepolitis (1638)

Other narrative texts from the 16th & 17th c.

a2 Kartanos, Aesop’s Fables by Noukios, Tale of Alexander
(PUANGDOQ)

Corpus size for all low texts: 230.000 words

ocos comnnee LALLM . TOUTEXIS . INfO



Corpus of thlsﬁtudiyloa g

Representative pre-biblical texts
2 Thucydides, Xenophon, Polybius, Plutarch

Genesis and the Gospel of Luke

Low texts of 17th c. f of Aesop,
Kalioupolitis translg on of the New

Testament
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‘Methodology PDownload

= Quantitative analysis
2 Importance of frequency

= Separation of direct speech from non-direct
speech

" |nitial position of “aﬁamc’rétermined through

punctuation
.
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Overview of frea)uency (16th-17th c.)
All “low” texts, oid{” HAPG e parts

initial ko

1400 + ]

| 8
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uestions
Q Download

Is this a feature of spoken Greek of the
period?
Is the high frequency of initial “kai” due to the

fact that some texts of our corpus are
translations of “higif’%’Q’t’S?

Is it due to the continuation of an already
existing narrative register?
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Initial “kai” in the Septuagcinta:
Dowﬁﬁadg

Genests, narrative parts only
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W initial ka1 @ sum of sentences %
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Initial “kai’” in the Bible
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Luke, narrative gﬂ&v r(’)lrﬂgfld

I initial ka1 @@ sum of sentences

%
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Luke narrative (HIGH)
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‘ Initial “kat” in ﬁgs&g}g)}%texts

mm initial kai == sum of sentences %
1200 18,00%
16,00%
1000
14,00%
800 12,00%
10,00%
600
8,00%
400 6,00%
4,00%
200
2,00%
0 0,00%

Thucydides (5 B.C.) Xenophon (54 B.C.) Polybius (3-2 B.C.) Plutarch (A.D. 1-2)
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Results so far PDownload

First text showing the phenomenon: Genesis

Pre-biblical texts show lower frequency as in
the Bible

High frequency in the Blble probably due to
semitic influence 79"

o605 conteence L LR AMUMYMY . tOUTEXIS . INfO '



‘ HIGH-LOW B)O%z}rbi&s]%ﬁ Bible
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HIGH-ILLOW comoli)/‘z/m?on Aesop’s Life 1
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HIGH-ILLOW comopmz}ﬂion Aesop’s Life 2
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Discussion of data
ownload

First text showing the phenomenon: Genesis

2 High frequency of “kai” in the Bible probably due
to Semitic influence

High frequency of the phenomenon to be

found in the narrative parts and not the

dialogue from

2 Not a phenomenon of oral discourse of the time

Discourse markers used by writers as
register indicators and at the same time as
iIndicators of social position
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